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Pandemic-hit auto firefighter 
to land in capital from Austria 

Abhay*timesgroup.com 

New Delhi:The much-awaited 
remote controlled firefighting 
machine (RCFFM) "LUF 60" 
has landed in India from Aust-
ria. In the next few days, the 
equipment will be inducted in 
Delhi Fire Service(DFS). 

Confirm ing the develop-
ment, DFS director And Garg 
told TOI that LUF 60 reached 
the Mumbai port from Aust-
ria in December last year and 
woubd reach Delhi on Sunday 
morning DFS had given the 
order for the machine to an 
Austrian company In 2018, 
bin delivery was affected due 
to the parat em i c. 

The firefighting robot 
enables rescue teams to reach 
the fire source directly "LUF 
60 has 140HP (104k'W) power-
ful and robust diesel engines. 
With such specifications, it 
provides a lot of power for 
high dernand. The crawler  

chassis allows accurate dri-
ving.ltsturning manoeuvres 
are des igned to remove any 
kind of movable obstacles," 
said an officer. 

During rescue operations, 
the firernen do not know the 
structure where the fue has 
occurred There are chances of 
a blast or buil ding oollapse due 
to timt. which coukl inflict se 
rious injuries to the &et-4h-
ters. "In such cases, we can 
send the machine doset to the 
building and if any blast takes 
place, there will be no loss of 11-
fe," the officer said. 

LUF 60 can spray 2,400 Ih-
res of water per tninute on 
the source. The atomised wa-
terjet generates billions of ti-
ny droplets at a distance of 
over 60 inen-es. "If the use of 
foam is necessary, the fire-
fighting support vehicle can 
be switched to foam at any ti-
me. The threwing distance of 
foam is a round 35 metres." sa-

  

id the offleet 
Another officer said the 

machine could be used in 
different kinds of incidents, 
including large jhuggi clus-
ter blazes and tunnel fires. 
"RCFFM can clear smoke, 
heat and toxic gases and 
reduce the intensity of the 
fire, which will allowfirefigh 
ters to conduct rescue 
operations safely," said the 
firedepartrnent. 

DFS data accessed by 
showed that the fire depart 
ment dealt with mono than 
26,000 calls, mostly of the, 
last year. In 2020, about 25,416 
ralls were received. In fiscal 
2019-20, about 843 people were 
injured in Fire Incidents and 
100 people dled. In FY 2020-21, 
about 421 people were injured 
and 41 deaths were reported. 
Till Decetnber 15, 2021 In FY 
2021-22, about 283 people nee-
ived injuries in flre incidents 
and 40 people had d I ed. 


