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war, survival-first imperatives, greed
and corruption.

The shared sense of responsibility for
easing the pain of an impending health
crisis is turning into another test of sur-
vival for a country where life has been a
daily fight for decades.

Across Afghanistan, many landlords
have waived rent, in some cases until

ishment and an economy that has
plunged about half the population below
the poverty line.

In such a moment of need, ordinary
Afghans have stepped up to share the
little that they have, tapping into a cul-
ture of generosity, volunteerism and
care within the community that many
feared had been eroded by decades of

Around the time his hometown turned
into the epicenter of the coronavirus in
Afghanistan and the government began
a lockdown, Mohamed Kareem Tawain,
an 80-year-old dentist in the western
city of Herat, had a dream one night:
that he took some money from his wife
to distribute for charity but found no one
on the streets to give it to.

“When I came to the clinic the next
morning and interpreted my dream, I
knew it had a direct connection to the co-
ronavirus,” Mr. Tawain said. “That
morning, I decided I would waive the
rent for the 10 shops I own,” which
comes to about $6,000.

The virus is spreading across Afghan-
istan at a time when the country is grap-
pling with a war with the Taliban, an
election dispute that has split the gov-
ernment and brought a $1 billion aid re-
duction from the United States as pun-

the virus threat recedes. Tailors have
handed out thousands of homemade
face masks. Youth groups and athletes
have delivered food to hospitals and
families in destitution. Local television
stations have run live fund-raising
events and a newspaper has champi-
oned a campaign of rent reduction. Wed-
ding halls and private schools have vol-
unteered to be turned into hospitals.

In Kunduz, a city overrun by the Tal-
iban twice in recent years and badly
bruised by fighting, dozens of shopkeep-
ers have pitched in with the little they
could afford: setting up wash basins and
soap so passers-by can disinfect.

In Taloqan, a city in the northern
province of Takhar, a large business cen-
ter of about 40 shops was locked down
by the municipality to reduce move-
ment.

“As soon as the lockdown began, the
owner of the business center called me
and asked me to share with all the ten-
ants that the rent is waived,” said
Jamshed Kundali, who runs a small ra-
dio station in the city, housed in four
shops of the business center. “The
owner said not only is the rent forgiven 
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Meeting crisis with kindness
KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

Afghan communities
with little to give find
neighbors reaching out

BY MUJIB MASHAL,
ASADULLAH TIMORY
AND NAJIM RAHIM

Activists handing out supplies in Kabul, Afghanistan. About half the population lives
below the poverty line, but many are willing to share the little they have.
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For more than a week, Linda Quinn, 81,
has isolated herself inside her Bellevue,
Wash., home to keep away from the co-
ronavirus. Her only companion has
been her dog, Lucy.

To blunt the solitude, Ms. Quinn’s
daughter, son-in-law and two grandsons
wanted to hold video chats with her
through Zoom, a videoconferencing
app. So they made plans to call and talk
her through installing the app on her
computer.

But five minutes before the scheduled
chat, Ms. Quinn realized there was a
problem: She had not used her comput-
er in about four months and could not re-
member the password. “My mind just
went totally blank,” she said.

Panicked, Ms. Quinn called a grand-

son, Ben Gode, 20, who had set up the
computer for her. Mr. Gode remembered
the password, allowing the call and the
Zoom tutorial to take place — but not un-
til Ms. Quinn got him to promise not to
tell the rest of the family about her tech
stumble.

As life has increasingly moved online
during the pandemic, an older genera-
tion that grew up in an analog era is fac-
ing a digital divide.

Often unfamiliar or uncomfortable
with apps, gadgets and the internet,
many are struggling to keep up with
friends and family through digital tools
when some of them are craving those
connections the most.

While teenagers are celebrating
birthdays on Zoom with one another,
children are chatting with friends dur-
ing online games and young adults are
ordering food via delivery apps, some
older people are intimidated by such
technology. According to a 2017 Pew Re-
search study, three-quarters of those
older than 65 said they needed someone
else to set up their electronic devices. A 
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An analog generation tries to go digital

Linda Quinn, 81, forgot the password to log on to her computer and had to call a grand-
son who had set up the device for her.
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Some older adults struggle
to use tech to keep up with
their families and friends

BY KATE CONGER
AND ERIN GRIFFITH

The New York Times publishes opinion
from a wide range of perspectives in
hopes of promoting constructive debate
about consequential questions.

In China, international flights have been
cut back so severely that Chinese stu-
dents abroad wonder when they will be
able to get home. In Singapore, recently
returned citizens must share their
phones’ location data with the authori-
ties each day to prove they are sticking
to government-ordered quarantines.

In Taiwan, a man who had traveled to
Southeast Asia was fined $33,000 for
sneaking out to a club when he was sup-
posed to be on lockdown in his home. In
Hong Kong, a 13-year-old girl who was
spotted out at a restaurant wearing a
tracking bracelet to monitor those in
quarantine was followed, filmed and
subsequently shamed online.

Across Asia, countries and cities that
seemed to have brought the coronavirus
epidemic under control are suddenly
tightening their borders and imposing
stricter containment measures, fearing
a wave of new infections imported from
elsewhere.

The moves portend a worrisome sign
for the United States, Europe and the
rest of the world still battling a surging
outbreak: Any country’s success with
containment could be tenuous, and the
world could remain on a kind of indefi-
nite lockdown.

Even when the number of new cases
starts to fall, travel barriers and bans in
many places may persist until a vaccine
or treatment is found. The risk other-
wise is that the infection could be re-
introduced inside their borders, espe-
cially given the number of asymptomat-
ic people who might unknowingly carry
the virus with them.

Following recent upticks in cases tied
to international travelers, China, Hong
Kong, Singapore and Taiwan barred for-
eigners from entering altogether in re-
cent days. Japan has barred visitors
from most of Europe and is considering
denying entry to travelers from else-
where, including the United States.
South Korea imposed stricter controls,
requiring incoming foreigners to quar-
antine in government facilities for 14
days upon arrival.

“Countries have really been strug-
gling to implement their own domestic
solutions, and domestic solutions are in-
sufficient for a transnational global
health problem,” said Kristi Govella, an
assistant professor of Asian studies at
the University of Hawaii, Manoa.

“Even countries that have been rela-
tively successful in managing the pan-
demic are only as safe as the weakest
links in the system,” she said, adding 
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New controls
in Asia signal
fears of a
second wave
Imported virus cases 
show that any success with 
containment is tenuous

BY MOTOKO RICH

Spraying down the streets in Phuket, Thailand, after an outbreak of the coronavirus. Across Asia, officials are tightening borders and imposing stricter containment measures.
ADAM DEAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Today’s news quiz: What do these data
points have in common?

Jan. 22: President Trump is asked
by CNBC: “Are there worries about a
pandemic at this point?” Trump an-
swers: “No. Not at all. And we’re, we
have it totally under control. It’s one
person coming in from China. . . . It’s —
going to be just fine.”

Jan. 31: Moving to counter the
spreading coronavirus outbreak,
Trump bars entry by most foreign
nationals who had recently visited

China.
Feb. 25: Trump’s

top economic advis-
er, Larry Kudlow,
declares: “We have
contained this. I
won’t say airtight,
but pretty close to
airtight.”

March 9: Trump
tweets: “Nothing is
shut down, life & the
economy go on. At

this moment there are 546 confirmed
cases of CoronaVirus, with 22 deaths.”

March 13: Fox Business host Lou
Dobbs shows off on his program a
chart of the day’s 1,985-point Dow
Jones rise. The chart was autographed
and sent by Trump, who seemed to
suggest that his remarks were respon-
sible for the rise, a day after the same
index had dropped a record 2,352
points.

March 16: After the weekend, the
Dow suffers another record drop,
closing 2,997.10 points lower. Trump
did not autograph that fever chart and
send it to Dobbs.

March 31: The U.S. has more than
180,000 confirmed coronavirus cases,
about 80,000 more than any other
country.

Nov. 26, 2018: CNN reports that
Trump “dismissed a study produced by
his own administration . . . and more
than 300 leading climate scientists,
warning of the potentially catastrophic
impact of climate change.” Asked why,
Trump told reporters, “I don’t believe
it.” Asked if he read it, Trump said,
“some.”

March 30, 2020: This newspaper
reports that Trump completed plans to
scrap Obama-era automobile fuel
efficiency standards that limited cli-
mate-warming tailpipe pollution — a
move that will “allow cars on American

Once again,
it’s Trump vs.
the universe

OPINION

The
president’s
failure to
understand
Mother
Nature and
his own limits
is very costly.
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Thomas L. Friedman

THE UNWITTING CORONAVIRUS SPREADERS
Symptom-free cases have led U.S.
health officials to reassess the guide-
lines on who should wear masks. PAGE 5

SILENCE IN COLOMBIA’S CROWDED CAPITAL
Bogotá’s once nonstop noise has been
hushed by the coronavirus, as the
city’s streets have emptied. PAGE 4
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New controls in Asia signal fears of a second wave

Imported virus cases show that any success with containment is
tenuous

In China, international flights have been cut back so severely that Chinese students abroad
wonder when they will be able to get home. In Singapore, recently returned citizens must share
their phones’ location data with the authorities each day to prove they are sticking to government-
ordered quarantines.

1 - FRONT PAGE1 - FRONT PAGE MenuMenuHomeHome

http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=watitle100320200402000000000010011&cid=1003&issue=10032020040200000000001001&page=1&create=true#_title100320200402000000000010011
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=watitle100320200402000000000010011&cid=1003&issue=10032020040200000000001001&page=1&create=true#_title100320200402000000000010011
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=wattoc&issue=10032020040200000000001001&create=true#_ttoc
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dha.aspx?zone=wadownloadissue&issue=10032020040200000000001001&create=true&go=true
https://a.prcdn.co/tts/pd/f288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda961bef_en-gb.mp3
javascript:;
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b&articleId=3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b&category=0&create=true#_article3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=watitle100320200402000000000010012&cid=1003&issue=10032020040200000000001001&page=2&create=true#_title100320200402000000000010012
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticlef288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda961bef&articleId=f288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda961bef&category=&create=true#_articlef288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda961bef
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b&articleId=3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b&category=&create=true#_article3d34c2bc-a741-4a1b-afb2-c3bfdeedbd6b
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle78959185-3174-45c1-a763-e8d6bd4bee9e&articleId=78959185-3174-45c1-a763-e8d6bd4bee9e&category=&create=true#_article78959185-3174-45c1-a763-e8d6bd4bee9e
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle13321321-6f10-4ca4-9c23-bcbb877e097f&articleId=13321321-6f10-4ca4-9c23-bcbb877e097f&category=&create=true#_article13321321-6f10-4ca4-9c23-bcbb877e097f
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticlec6cf5d37-1e55-4b11-b381-f5f95d5d60e0&articleId=c6cf5d37-1e55-4b11-b381-f5f95d5d60e0&category=&create=true#_articlec6cf5d37-1e55-4b11-b381-f5f95d5d60e0
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle3aef4e00-2d3c-4870-ae82-9851721983b2&articleId=3aef4e00-2d3c-4870-ae82-9851721983b2&category=&create=true#_article3aef4e00-2d3c-4870-ae82-9851721983b2
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle01f4a50a-d748-42b5-bc59-bd01063e5232&articleId=01f4a50a-d748-42b5-bc59-bd01063e5232&category=&create=true#_article01f4a50a-d748-42b5-bc59-bd01063e5232
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle508f7d4c-12fd-4a20-ace3-83c1bec5083e&articleId=508f7d4c-12fd-4a20-ace3-83c1bec5083e&category=&create=true#_article508f7d4c-12fd-4a20-ace3-83c1bec5083e
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=waarticle6de0df6d-715d-4d14-b8d0-3e349cc21178&articleId=6de0df6d-715d-4d14-b8d0-3e349cc21178&category=&create=true#_article6de0df6d-715d-4d14-b8d0-3e349cc21178
http://eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/dhn.aspx?zone=watmenu&issue=10032020040200000000001001


2.4.2020 The New York Times International eReplica Edition

eedition.inyt.com/epaper/iphone/homepage.aspx?#_articlef288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda961bef/waarticlef288bf8a-1760-486a-a4d8-8efbda96… 2/4

Spraying down the streets in Phuket, Thailand, after an outbreak of the coronavirus.
Across Asia, officials are tightening borders and imposing stricter containment measures.

In Taiwan, a man who had traveled to Southeast Asia was fined $33,000 for sneaking out to a club
when he was supposed to be on lockdown in his home. In Hong Kong, a 13-year-old girl who was
spotted out at a restaurant wearing a tracking bracelet to monitor those in quarantine was
followed, filmed and subsequently shamed online.

Across Asia, countries and cities that seemed to have brought the coronavirus epidemic under
control are suddenly tightening their borders and imposing stricter containment measures, fearing
a wave of new infections imported from elsewhere.

The moves portend a worrisome sign for the United States, Europe and the rest of the world still
battling a surging outbreak: Any country’s success with containment could be tenuous, and the
world could remain on a kind of indefinite lockdown.

Even when the number of new cases starts to fall, travel barriers and bans in many places may
persist until a vaccine or treatment is found. The risk otherwise is that the infection could be
reintroduced inside their borders, especially given the number of asymptomatic people who might
unknowingly carry the virus with them.

Following recent upticks in cases tied to international travelers, China, Hong Kong, Singapore and
Taiwan barred foreigners from entering altogether in recent days. Japan has barred visitors from
most of Europe and is considering denying entry to travelers from elsewhere, including the United
States. South Korea imposed stricter controls, requiring incoming foreigners to quarantine in
government facilities for 14 days upon arrival.

“Countries have really been struggling to implement their own domestic solutions, and domestic
solutions are insufficient for a transnational global health problem,” said Kristi Govella, an assistant
professor of Asian studies at the University of Hawaii, Manoa.

“Even countries that have been relatively successful in managing the pandemic are only as safe
as the weakest links in the system,” she said, adding that in the absence of cooperation among
countries, “closing borders is one of the ways that individual governments can control the
situation.”

The virus, which emerged in Asia and spread to the West, is at risk of ricocheting back. Citizens
who were worried about outbreaks in Europe and the United States rushed home after finding
themselves in the new epicenters of the pandemic.

Almost immediately, countries and cities in Asia started seeing a rise in new cases, often detecting
infected passengers at airports as they passed through health screenings. In Hong Kong, which
had been reporting new daily cases in the single digits, new cases suddenly spiked as high as 65
in one day. In Japan, where infections have remained relatively controlled, cases started to rise in
Tokyo as travelers returned from overseas.

To try to stem the influx of infections, governments clamped down on their borders.

ADAM DEAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
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South Korea, which has been praised globally for flattening the curve quickly after an early
explosive peak in infections, initially required travelers from some countries to quarantine. This
week it expanded the list to cover the entire world.

In China, one of the locations that has largely closed its borders, Liu Haitao, director-general for
border control and management of the National Immigration Administration, said, “We believe that
under the current situation of the epidemic, minimizing unnecessary entry and exit activities is a
responsible and necessary measure to effectively protect the life, safety and physical health of all
Chinese and foreign personnel.” said .

Even some residents are having a hard time getting home. On mainland China, where leaders are
eager to declare the worst of the outbreak that started there over, the new border controls have
forced most foreign airlines to cut back to one flight a week. Ticket prices have skyrocketed and
bookings are constantly canceled.

Alex Fei, a Chinese student at a university in Canada, has struggled to get back. His flights have
been canceled twice — once after Hong Kong banned transfers there, and again when the airline
suspended a direct flight from Vancouver to Shanghai.

Mr. Fei said he might have no choice but to remain in Canada. “Overseas students’ hands are tied
for now,” he said.

Citizens who do return to Asia are often put under strict surveillance as they serve out their time in
quarantine. In some cases governments are using the tools of criminal justice to enforce them.

Hong Kong, a semiautonomous Chinese city, initially managed to contain its early coronavirus
outbreak with swift measures like the closing of schools and government offices and restrictions
on travelers from mainland China.

But as students and expatriates rushed back from Europe and the United States in March, officials
warned that a new wave of imported cases was beginning to strain hospitals. Hong Kong’s leader,
Carrie Lam, barred all nonresidents on March 19, and returning residents are now tested upon
arrival.

During a 14-day quarantine at home, they wear tracking bracelets, and their movements are
monitored by a smartphone app. Ms. Lam said that more than 200,000 people were being
quarantined at home.

Technology is a key tool for enforcing quarantines. In China, returnees spend 14 days in
government-assigned hotels and send their temperatures daily to neighborhood committees on
WeChat, a messaging service. In Taiwan, the government uses location tracking on mobile
phones and adds some old-fashioned police shoe leather; officers visit people at home if they
leave or turn off their phones.

Filia Lim, 50, said the quarantine measures in Singapore were a “headache” because she
normally travels extensively for her job in human resources. But she said she was “thankful” that
Singapore was monitoring returnees so closely.

“The virus spread mostly because people didn’t realize they have the symptoms, or for some, they
blatantly ignored those symptoms, and they interacted with a lot of people despite advice by
government to self-isolate themselves,” she said.

Punishment for breaking the rules of quarantine can be stiff. A 53-year-old Singaporean who
breached the order had his passport invalidated, the immigration authorities said Sunday.

Japan officially says those who break quarantine can be imprisoned for up to six months or fined
as much as 500,000 yen, about $4,600.
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But the Japanese government relies on trust that those in quarantine stay cloistered. Upon
returning from countries on the banned list, residents sign a pledge stating that they will remain in
one place for 14 days and stay off public transit. If they go out for food, they are told to wear a
mask and “be quick.”

South Korea has yet to bar entrants from anywhere but the Hubei region of China. Critics say that
simply quarantining foreigners may inadvertently put more stress on the medical system.

“Some say that there are people abroad who think they should come to Korea to be tested and
treated,” said Dr. Park Jong-hyuk, a family medicine specialist and spokesman for the Korean
Medical Association.

Dr. Park has called for a total entry ban on foreigners.

“It is time to make efforts to protect one another on a global level by practicing international social
distancing,” he said.

In the immediate term, when governments are still scrambling to protect their citizens, such
measures make sense, experts say. But the longer it goes on, the more likely it could do sustained
damage to the global economy and the collective psyche.

“Although the first priority should be on definitely trying to control the virus,” said Karen Eggleston,
director of the Asia health policy program at the Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center at
Stanford University, “one has to think about those very large costs.”
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